


















BEEN 
READING 

Published in 1960, Walker Percy's 
. The'· MovieP,oe.!, is a curiously beauti
ful and tender book. It captures the · 
essence of the lonelines s and des
pair of contemporary man as hA al
term.tely bumps and slashes his tray 
across a rootless and fragmented ex
istence in se '\ rch of that unknown 
Something. It is a moving book, in a 
vaguely uns ettling way, as it slowly 
winds its silk-sensual prose around 
the reader in a cunning web of in
difference, only to explode quietly 
at the edges and taper away in a 
residue of insight reminis cent of 
Camus in The Stranger. 

The narrator of the story, Binx 
Bolling, is almost thirty years o~d 
and a stockbroker comfortably Co\r
tled in a mLdle-class suburb of New 
Orleans where ''except for the banana 
plants in the patios and the curli
cues of iron on the Walg~een drug
store one would never guess it was 
part of New Orleans. "Life for · Binx 
is the droll suburb, a quiet and 
profitable spot in a branch of · his 
uncle 9 s brokerage firm, an occasion
al Linda, Marsha, Sharon, or r Sue 
and most comforting of all, movies, 
where reality and truth at least be
come vi1ble in a world bold and good 
and singly froe from the curse of 
"everydayness.'' Bolling 9 s life is 
settled in his own ingrown apathy 
("I am silent." "I think of nothing 
in particular. 1• "There is nothing 
for me to say. 11 ), and yet he often 
finds himself the victim of a queer, 
uneasy f eeling which can be inter
preted as the frustrating s earch 
for a soul-truth in a life frittered 
and wasted in the shadow of that un
known Something. ( 11The best I can do 
is lie rigid as a stick under the 
cot, locked in a death grip with ev
erydayness, sworn not to ~ovo a mus
cle until I advance another inch in 
rrry search. 11 ) While Binx is swathed 
in this tumult of spirit ,al r evolt, 
oblivious to its extent or meaning, 
he is confronted with his cousin 
Kate, who has been engulfed in an
othar paroxysm of despair, a c~mmon 
occurence ever since the accident 
that claimed her lover's life and 
spa.red her own. Both Binx and Kate 
are under the shadow of a deeply hu
man despair, but their reactions are 
wholly different. Bolling is not as 
deep or introspective as Kate seems 
to bo, and a clear and satirical wit 
keeps his character 9 and the novel, 
in good balance . Kate reacts to her 
misfortune with drugs and tantrums, 
all of which adds a r agged edge to 
her already erractic social mien. In. 
exercising an insight into h:3 cous-

/() in °s problem, Binx comes to recog
nize in himself a genuine compassion 
for Kate, a quality which soon grows 
into love, ("Sho looks at a cape jas
mine sticking through an iron fence. 
I pick it up and give it to her. " ) 
Binx Bolling ceases to search for 
edification in any other form than 
loving Kato. He r emains passive, 
quietly awaiting opportunity, as ev
er, 1nd profess0s wiih a shrug that 
he will ''listen to people ••• hand 
them along a ways in their dark 
journey, be handed along, and for 
good and selfish reasons. 11 The only 
significantly new side to Binx is 
the fact that he can truly ~ove an
other for the first time . 

In tho skillful h;:i.nds of the Ala
bama-born Wilker Percy, simple words 
take on a new fire. His prose is 
crisp and effective (a quality made 
all the more striking by the hum of 
Binx 0s first person, present tense 
narrative), and his sensual imagerJ 
lends an air of brusque reality to 
Pcrcy 0 s somewhat loss adept handling 
of action sequences. 

Moro important than t~e ear-ap
poasing rustle of Mr. Percy 9s prose 
are the starkly real contemporary 
probl0ms that are br0ught to light 
in The Moviegoer. Man and woman are 
set-~ift in a world ov0rwhelmingly 
d~rk and faceless where 9beset by a 
crush ing need for rea l values and 
identity, they turn to the calm gaze 
of the screen for a comforting 
breath of "reality.a To Kate and Binx 
the solution to the disconnected 
meaninglessness:becomes not movies, 
but each other. This is no universal 
answer, however, and the questions. 
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CLUBS 
P.I FLE CL U-~ 

The Rifle Club, not desirous of 
being rushed i.nto any premature com-· 
mittt'l.ents by any publication,has de
layec rnnking known its t,lans until 
the present time becaus~: !)the pro
spective membershin had to be given 
time to commit themselves to the 
program of the Rifle Club,2)this pro
gra:n had to be arranged by the exec
uti v~ committee, 3) arrangements for 
facilities for the club had to be 
finalized with the proper authori
tie~ . Now that the preliminary steps 
have bcwn taken, the Rifle Club wish
es to announce this semester's pro
gram. 

MATCHES : Definite arrangem~nts 
have been made with Worcester Acad
emy for four meetings.Final arrange
ments are being made to fi.re ?..~ainst 
other sch0ols, such as Tfoly Cross, 
Worcester !ech., etc. Practices held 
to date indicate that this year's 
team should improve its record. 

INS~RUCTION: will continue to be 
given 0n the safe and correct hand
ling and use of smallarms. To help 
accomplish this important goal, a 
Hunter Safety and a Basic Smallarms 
Training Course will be given. 

AWARDS : will continue to play an 
important role in the activities of 
the ifle Club. Durin~ the course of 
the year the Rifle Club will submit 
the names of those qualifying in the 
many cate8ories of N.R.A. awards. In 
future articles, names and ratings 
will be reported. 

J. Clancy, B.Dunnin~ 

RUSSIAN CLUB 
On ~onday evening at 8~00p.m.the 

Russian Club of Assumption Collegf; 
presented the first in a series of 
lectu1es on Russian Civilization. 
Fr. Georges Bissonnette spoke on the 
Day of Revolution: November 7 , 1917. 
Giving the explanation thct if one 
wishes to find out the true facts 
about that historical day he could 
consult a history book, he added a 
humorous note to the evening,by giv
ing an amusing resume~of the day in
volving Lenin and Trotski. 

Eighty neople attended the l e c
ture and the colored slides of Pre
Revolutionary Russia thet followed. 
The slides were composed of numerous 
photographs from Life Mag~zine and 
the personal collection of photo~ 
graphs of the Lmperial Family by 
Serge Durilin. 

NOTE: Students are asked to sut~it 
poetry to the Provocateur for pub
lication. Poe~s may be brou~ht to 
Room 327, Dorm B, or drooped in Box 
#403. All poems~ be typewritten. 
Purveyors of pseudo-intellectual 
garbage need not respond to this re
quest. 

" DR. MULFORD SIBLEY: 
THE UNIVFRSITY A.'lD THE COMMUNITY 
Dr. Siblry is a professor of Pol

itical Science at the University of 
Minnesota. He is the author of .n 
textbook in Political Science, a 
pamphlet "The Case for Unilateral 
Disarmament", editor of The Quiet 
Rattle, and contributi~g edito~ to 
Liberation and Fellowship magazines. 
A Ouaker, Dr. Sibley drew national 
attention when he debated with the 
aldermen of St. Paul on 11The Rela
tionship of the University with the 
City. " 

His lecture will be given at 7:30 
P •. M. on 'Wednesday, Nov. 16, 1966 , in 
the Auditorium of the Maison Fran
caise. Admission is free. 

JASA EXHIBIT HERE 
11Photography From Five Years of 

Space, " an exhibit on loan fron the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad
ministration, will go on view from 
Nov. 15 to Dec. 16 at the library . 

The 100-plus photographs in the 
exhibit, most of them in color, were 
chosen from the best made by photo
graphers of Life, Natjcnal Geograph
ic, The New York Times, and ASA it
self. They run the whole exciting 
gamut of the Space-Age manned 
flight, scientific probes and satel
lites, weather and communications 
spacecraft, the mammoth launch ve
hicles, and advanced re8earch an<l 
technolo~y. 

From the picture~ . the general 
public can see the astronauts, sci
entists, and engineers at their ex
otic work and get a clearer under
standing of what the U.S. is accom
plishing in space. Photographers 
will see superb examples of the pro
fessional cameraman's technique. 

SGA FINANCES 
Last Octnber 30th the Student Gov

ernment Association met in a non
public session to discuss the busi
ness of student finances. The meet
ing was not a secret one but only 
represents an expanded form of 
agenda-planninP, mechanism to keep 
the handling of student affairs at 
an economic clip when official 
meetings do occur. 

The "tight money" policy, which 
was made evident by the S. G. A.'s 
recent refusal of $440 of a total of 
$800 worth of requests at the last 
meeting, is said to be a temporary 
policy. According to Bill DesRoch
ers, treasurer of the Student Gov
ernment,the reticence about giving 
out too much money is due to the 
great amount paid out to requests 
already. Assuming also that every 
club will use its allotments or end 
the year in the red, we can say that 
caution and studied restraint are 
the by-words at the moment. 

A number of students have taken 
advantage of the SGA loan program to 
the tune of $550 to date. 


